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Protection of Karkheh protected areas and national park, it not only ensures the survival of
the unique plant and animal species of the region, but also helps to maintain the ecological
balance and its valuable natural resources. However, this area has suffered serious damage
due to human activities. Therefore, it is necessary to identify environmental threats and
provide solutions to improve the current situation. This research has evaluated the
vulnerability of Karkheh national park and protected area using DPSIR model. At the first,
threats were identified with the DPSIR (driving force, pressure, situation, impact and
response) model. Then, the region's values (ecological, economic and social) were scored
and weighted in the evaluation matrix. Finally, strategies were proposed as possible
responses to each of the components of the DPSIR model. Six main driving forces were
identified, including population development, tourism development, road development,
overgrazing, development of settlements and rural areas on the edge of the park, and lack
of coherent management. The results showed that threats have the greatest impact on
ecological values, including the reduction of biodiversity and the loss of animal and plant
species. Also, illegal hunting and fires cause serious damage to the region. In the end,
comprehensive management strategies were presented to deal with these threats and
protect the ecosystem in order to improve the environmental situation and biodiversity.
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