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Wood- farming is a key strategy for the sustainable supply of wood resources, reducing
pressure on natural forests, and protecting the environment. This practice not only
supports the wood industry by providing raw materials but also enhances vegetation
cover, creates safe habitats for plant and animal species, improves soil quality, and
mitigates greenhouse gas emissions. Additionally, wood agriculture contributes to
economic development by generating employment opportunities for local communities.
This study aims to investigate the barriers to local community participation in wood
agriculture, focusing on rural farming households in Bavi County, Khuzestan Province.
Using the Krejci and Morgan table, a sample size of 350 respondents was determined and
selected through stratified sampling with proportional allocation. Data analysis was
conducted using SPSSwin27 and Lisrel8.54 software. The prioritization results identified
low wood prices and the absence of guaranteed pricing as the most significant barriers
from the perspective of local communities. In addition, the results of exploratory and
confirmatory factor analysis summarized the barriers to community participation into the
factors of educational barriers, economic barriers, social barriers, psychological barriers,
and legal and climate barriers, which in total explained about 68% of the variance of the
target construct.
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